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AUSTRALIAN MILITARY FORCES

HEADGUARTERS 15T AUSTRALIAN TASK FORCE VIETNAM

NUI DAT
SUBJECT: Conmbat Opcrations After Action Reporte
T0: Commanding General

II Field Force Vietnam
Attention 4LC of S. G30 (6)

COPIES TO: HN AW (7)
HQ N2 Force Viotnam (2)
HQ 1 ALSS
HQ 6 Task Force (3)
HQ 10 Task Force (3)
Intornal (15)

1. Referance is made Yo maps VIETNAM, 1 : 50,000, L7014, Shects

6429 I, 6429 IV, 6430 II, 6430 III,

2e Nama and Type of Operation: Operation FORREST = ricec denial operation.
3. Dates of Operation: The operation was conducted over the perioed

23 Nov 67 to 5 Jan 63,

dee Location: PHUOC TUY Provinco.
' 5 Comand Headquarters: HQ 1 ATF.
| 6. Roporting Officor: UDrigadier R.L. i[UGHES, DS0.
7. Unit Conmanders:
Ge 2 RAR Lt Col II,R. CIL.RLESWORTH,
b. 7 RAR Lt Col E.H, QUITH,
c¢e 4 Fd Regt It Col R.J. GARDNER.

d. A Sqn 3 Cav Regt Maj G.J. MURPHY,

es 1 Fd Zon Mnj JJH. XDMB,
f. 1 SAS Sqn Maj D. BURNEIT.
g« 1ARU Had WM, LU,
8, Task Crranization,
HQ 1 ATF 1 ARU
2 PAR Det 1 Div Int Unit
7 RiR 161 (Indcp) Recce Fit
) A 8qn 3 Cav Regt 4 Seet 1 Topo Svy ip
4 Fd Regt 1 Aust CA Unit
1 Fd sqn Puy Cps
1 8AS 35gn
9 Supporting Ferces.

a. Armour,

(1) A Sgn 3 Cav Rogt was uced in_both Cavelyy-ond APC rolos.

(2) 4 S5qn wae usod on the following task:

FOR ©OT RO ’ DOWNGRADED AT 3 YEAR INTERVALS;

68 X015 CONFIDENTIAL DECLASSIFIED AFTER 12 YEARS.

DOD DIR 5200.10

B e e JENE DR
2

: - we - e SRR




.
e

””v \‘_“' b:» « et

s o

tl

b,

5 ——

u"

A e

CONFIDENTIAL
125

(a)  -Garriage of infantry to perimotor of rice paddy é)
arcag. Moblility was limitod as APCs ware not allowed on
the paddy during the harvest.
(b) .Socurity of LZs and PZs.
(¢) Route socurity to and from TS3s,
(d) Socurity of Fo3s,
(e) Command and control of road moves.

(£) Patrols from FS3s,

(g) During Operation LAVLEY A Sqn assisted in the rapid
redeployment of infantry coys.

(h) Provision of one tp for tho TF Ready Reaction Force.

Artillery.
B Grouping.

(a) 108 Fd Sty in direct suppori of 2 RAR.

(b) 106 Fa Bty in direct support of 7 RAR from 23 Nov 67
to 16 Doc 67.

(e} 161 Fd Bty RNZA at priority call to 7 RAR 16 Dec 67
to 27 Dce 67.

(d) 161 Fa Bty RNZA in genoral support 1 ATF 23 Nov 67 to
16 Deoc 67,

(e) 106 ¥4 Sty rovorted to dircct sugport of 7 RAR on
27 Dec 670

(£f) Bty A 1/83 US Arty rcuained in general support,
reinforcing 4 Fd Rogt,

Deployment.,

(2) Artillery Tactical Hoadquarters and Rogimental Hoad~
quarters rcmained at 1 AT Duse,

(b) To provide continucus ficld gun support, fire support
baces werc cstablishod 23 follows: (Sce Annex P)

i. 106 Bty occupicd FS3 ALPHA YS3974 froam 27 Nov 67
to 7 Dec 67,

i1, 10f Bty oceupicd FSB BRAVO YS2570 from 7 Dee 67
to 16 Dec 67,

iii, 161 Bty occupicd FSB CHARLIE ¥S52962 from 16 Deo
67 - 23 Deo 67,

iv. 108 Bty occupicd FSB RINGO YS5365 from 27 Dec 67
to 31 bee 67,

zé 106 Bty occupicd TS5 ALANBROOKE ¥84578 from 2 Jan
: to 5

vi, 108 Bty romained at HORSESHCE YS4962 with the

txception of its occupation ol FSB RINGO and o period
from 23 -~ 31 Dec at NUT D7,
/3

" CONFIDENTIAL

T et S s Gotrem ot boober wd DG S s s s s
T G SRR L ;



Ce

d.

 CONFIDENTIAL
3.

vii. A PL A Bty 1/23 (two 8" gsuns) occupied a ISP
at ¥8253710 from 9 Dec 67 to 13 Dec 67.

(¢) A4 total of 10 battery mores were made, £ive by roud
and five by aii.

(3) A4n active policy of DF adjustment. was carried out. w.

requircment for at least one adjusted DF for each separaitc swo
unit location. Due to the large number of fire missions this
involved, and the time reguired, it was necessary ito advise
company conmanders to halt their sub waits eerly enough to adjust
DF's in daylight; this was not, howcver, alweys done resuliing in
many attempts to adjust DF by night. :

(4) Vvhite phosphorous rounds were used to burn of { unguthorised
paddi; this was gonerally unsuccessfid due to the water remagin-
ing in the paddies.

(5) A heavy harassing fire programme wes fired, FOs assisted
in II and I planning by submitting target lists based on local
intelligence assessments at company level., These targets were
coordinated at Task Force lewvel,

(6) Artillery firc was at all times prompi and effective,
clearances being obtained with the minimum.of delay.

Engineers.
(1) 1 Fd 8aqn was given the following basks:

(2) Provide combat engr tcams when required to 2 RAR,
7 RBAR end mini teams to A San 3 Cav Regt.

(b) itepnir gaps in the HORSESHOE HILL YS4962 -~ LONG PHUCC
HAI ¥S5152 nineficld fence.

(c¢) Provide dozer assistance when required to FSBs.

(2) Combut teams and mini teams were provided to the units as
required. The general couccpt was that teams were held on stand
by at 1 ATF Basc wnless specifically required. This allowed

1 Fd Sgn to mgintain sufficient men in the Base to continue with
the 3 RAR Dase cevelopment programme which was in progross dur-
ing the oporatiicn,

(3) The ropeir of the minefield fence was completed by 2 Tp

1 Fd Sqn on 16 Dec and 17 Dec §7. Security was provided by 4/48
ARVN Bn.

(4) A larpe natural cave complex ot YS337673 wes destroyed by
2 Tp 1 Fd Sqn (Detailed diagram is shown ot Amnex ). This

Aviation.

(1) No 9 Sen RALF (UH1D, UHID) supported 1 ATF throughout the
operation. :

(2) EIxtent of Bnployment and Lffoctiverness.

(a) BRAAT helicoptors were used with and in addition to US
Assault Melicopter Coys (4HC) in troop moves Dby air.

(b) EBffective support for the following agtivities was
provided:

i, Resupply.

CONFIDENTIAL i
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ii, ZXEvacuation of captured rico,

11i. Command and liaison.

iv. Visual reconnsissance.
0. US Ammy Avintion, During Operation TORRZST support was proiic.
with Cil47, CH54 and AKCs 1ifting 4,700 troops and 1,062.1 short <oic
of equipment and supplies botween 23 Mov 67 and 5 Jan 62, A Light
Fire Tean (LFT) was provided daily and renained on standby at 1 ATF
Base,

f. USAF. Twenty one close air support missions were flown in
support of the operatioa,

Intallirence.

a. This operation was plamned to follow cn after the carlier
oparations AINSLIE, KENMORE and &LUT. FE which had coused considere
able damage to the VC logietic systum, Captured docuncnts indicated
serious food shortagss wero being ecipericnced by the VC in and
around PHUOC TUY.

be Harvest time Dice/Jan, is considered by thie VO the best time to
rostock with rico beeause of the larpo amounts of it that are
available and the difficulty that AR and GV troops have in con-
trolling it. All Province intelligence sources (Scetor 82 (lust
cquivaient G (Ini)), Revolutionery Deveclopment Cadre (RD), Census
Griovance (CG), Province Recce Unit (FRU), Comittec for the Collation
of Intolligencc and Conduct of Operations against the VO Infra-
structuro (ICL{), District Opcratlons Intelligeace Coordinating
Centre (DOICC), 10th Military Intcrrogaticn Dotachment (10 MID) and
1 ATF Inteclligence Units) were uccd o not the broadest ang iost
accurate picturc possible of the resupnly net-wori swithin PHUOC TUY
uscd by the VC at barvest iime. Thic information showcd the mest
1likely places the VC would una to procure rice and the routec he
would use to move it to restock his eaches and major bases, 4
priority for searching villages wos algo establishieds This informe
ation was transferred to o lap overlay fnnex P, These methods
proved successful in deternining whiere and how the VC wonld go about
his resupply during the cperaticn.

¢s The frequency and naturc of vhe contacts prevented the majority
of VC from infiltrating the populated arcas, It igs probable tlab

the VC obtainod and cxtracted riec through the ilorthern arca of the.
TAOR where VC movement in small groups was observed, but vhere tho
operation did not take effect until lato in tha harvest period. VC
nmovement was restricted to esmall parties and any large sealo resupply
was thwarted., Cordon and search of six villiages rcsulted in 400
suspocts being dotained 42 of vhich wero identified as VG infra-
structure.

d. During tho oporation:

(1) Infiltration groups woere dotected and interceptod on
known YC approzch routes,

(2) Important staging and lay up creas were dotceted and
deniod to the VC at the time most critical to his resupply plan,

(3) Confirmed VC and sympathizers wero apprehended.
(4) 1 ATP pcnetrated the CHAU DUC District basc HE ond CHAU

DUC Coy (C41) base arces and forecd the Y to wvithdraw to the
NORTH and away from the most important rico arcas.

/54
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(5) Capturcd uscful docunents vhich preved wvaluableo for backe-
ground inteiligenco shady.

1. Hission, 1 ATF betwecn 23 Nov 67 and 5 Jon 68 in closo co-operaticn
and coordination with ARVN and GVN, province and district officials was te
conduct rice donial operations in PINOC UY Province,

12, goncept of Operations.

a. General Outling. During tho operation Lattalions would be
roquirod:

(1) To conduct saturation patrolling astride known avonucs of
approach to epprehond couriers,

(é) To search out known staglng areac for camps, personnel cnd
caches,

(3) In co-opcration with GVii officicls conduct cordon and
search operations in nominated villages and hamlets,

{4) To secarch and destroy in allotted LO's.
b. 2 RAR.

(1) Conduct operations in the allotted A0 from 230800H lov 67
to 050800H Jan 68 (Ainnex P).

(2) Take tho HORSESHOZ Company under comd fram 221700H Nev 67.

(3) Throughout the oporation .u_‘ t..m one company in the LONG
GREZN, centre of snass ¥35553, fircquent ambushes on the
gnps in the fencs frou IIORSDSLTOE 1':34',901 to PHUOC ILI ¥YS5153.

(4) From 230800i Nov 67 to 0502004 Dee 67 carry oubt maximum
patrolling astride tho avemics of aprroach iun the A0,

(5) Secarch and destroy wiciin the A0 paying particular atteation
to the ataging arcas indicaicd on 1 ATT Intelligenco Assessmant
{Annex P). ‘

(6) By C51700H Jan 68 conduct cordon and search operations in
the following villages (Listed in order of priority):

(a) HOI MY ¥85056.
(b) AN NHUT 15/,659.
(¢) LONG DIZN NORTH Y3435598.
(2) T PHUOC 784558,
(e) DAT DO SOUTH EAST 13495590,
(£) PHUOC LOX ¥35057.

(7) On order assist in the 1 ATP cordon and search of BINH GIA
YS4877.

(8) Be prepared to provide a reaction forcc of one company on
one hourts notice, for Ready neaction Force activities against
tax collecticn points, small base locations, caches cte found
as a rosult of 1 Si5 S3n or eir reeces activities.

/6.
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(1) Conduct operations in allotted 40 from 2308COH Nov 67 to
050800H Jan 68,

(2) From 2308001 Hov 67 to 0503C0H Dec 67 carry out maxdmum
patrolling astride the avenues of approach in allotted A0,

(3) From 230800H Nov 67 to 050300 Jan 68 provide "distant®
patrol protection to AP SUOL NGHE Y843 ! and regular liaison
visits to that village. '

(4) Secarch and destroy within the A0 paying particular attention
to the Staging areas indicoted on 1 ATF Intelligence Asscssmont
(hinnex P),

(5) By 051700H Jan 68 conduct Cordon and Search operations in
the following villages (Listcd in order of priority):

(a) PIUOC HOA ¥§24562,
‘b) HOA LONG YS4264,
(¢) PHU MY Y3257
(d) ONG TRINH ¥S2568.

(6) Or order assist in the 1 A7F Cordon and Scarch of DINH GIA
YS4877.

(7) Bo prepared to provide a renction forec of one eampany on
ong hour's notice, for Ready Reaction Torce activities azainst
tax collection points, small base locations, caches ete rfound
as a result of 1 8.S Sqn or cir rcecc activitios,

A San 3 Cav Regt, TFrom 23C8C0H liov €7 to 0508001 Jan 68:

(1) Be prepared to assist in coerdon and scarch cperations.
(2) Do propared to assist in search and destroy oporations.

(3) Be proparcd ts "chicek out! paddy workers during the rice
harvest period.

(4) Bo prepared in cooperation witlh Hational Police to set up
temporary check points on Route 14,

(5) Hold one troop as a reaction forcc on one hour!s notico.
Artillery.
(1) 4 F& Regt., Romained in DS of 1 LTF,

(2) 1282 Arty (US). kemained in General Support (GS), reinforce-
ing 4 7d Rogt.

(3) LBty 2/35 irty (U8). Recmainod in GS, roinforeing 4 Fd Regt.

(4) De preparcd to providc Jismounteld trosps to assist in
cordon and search operations,

1 Fd San.

(1) when requested provide coubat engineer toxus, to scale, to
2 RAR, 7 RAR and A Sgn 3 Cav Rect.

/7.
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(2) Bo prepared to provide a mmall engincor team to assist
4/48 ARVN Bn in ropairing the HORETSHOE Fenee.

g 1 _SAS San., On ordor from 1@ 1 ATF conduct patrolling, soarch-
ing and ambushing in allottod A0 from 2300001 Nov 67 to 050800H
Jan 68 (Annex P).

h. 1 I\R .

(1) Camencing 230800 Mov 67 until 18C6C0i Doc 67 provide
two patrols by day and night in the ARU 10 (Annex P),

(2) Ee prepared to assist in cordon snd search operations,

i, Dot 1 div Int Unit, Assist in cordon ond search operations,

Jo 161 (Indep) Rocce Flt, Frow 2303004 Nov 67 to 050800H Jon 68
provide one li13 in DS of ecach 2 RAR and 7 RAR.

ke A Secct 1 Topo Svy Tp. e preparcd to provide survey partics in
tho operational gnd villapo arcas,

1, 1 dunb G) Unit. Bo proparod to ascist in cor.on and search

operations,

m, Esy Cps,
(1) Coordinatu with iRVN, U and Civilian Crganization fox
Rovolutionary Dovclopacnt (CORDS) reprecentatives in Jeveloping
an intense Poy Ous proeramue in an attespt to persuade the peonle
not to sell rice to the VC but only to aceredited buyers,

(2) Preparo taped@ messages Lor usc by voice alreraft over cll
istricts of PHUOC TUY Province.

(3) Ensurc that sufficiont quantitics of explanatory leaflcts
arce availeble for trospe to hand to hovscholders in the evant
of house soarcnos.

(4) Be preparcd to make quick rcaciion tapes or leaflets to
support tho rico deninl operation,

n. HQO Cov 1 ATF. The luience Platoon is to be prepared to assist
in cordon and scarch and check point operations.

0. GVH PHUOC TUY Province, The Senlor Advisor PRUOC TUY Province
is requested to arrange with the FHUOC TUY Provinece Chicef for the
following tasks to Lo carried cut by ARV and RF units:

(1) Provision of a Check Point on Jtouto 14 WEST of EARIA YS3760.

(2) OContinucus ambushez on the routos leading !ORTH and EWST
out of the IONG LI Hill-, centre of nass ‘184253.

(3) Boach control in the vicinity of PHUOC HAI and WEST of the
fenco to deny tho use of the boach and tho sea routes,

(4) Activo and continuous patrolling of the fenco. SOUTH of
DAT DO to dotect and repair any Lreachos.

.(5) Activo rico denlal oporations in tho XUYEM NOC village
and A0 (YS6568).

(6) Cordon and search of the following villages:

| /8
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8. s
(a) FPHU HAX ¥832061,
(b) rLoONG CLT ¥82961,
(¢) LONG KUONG ¥53501.
(d) LONG DIFN 184359,
(e) PUUOC HAT ¥85153.
(£) WUT niHOu ¥55963.
13. Exocubion. Operation FORREST commenced on the 23 Nov 67, furing

the operation and as part of Op FORREST, there were a mubor of complementary
operationa, '

Serial Dato Oporational Niclkome | Unid ™o oF Onoration

a 23 Hov 67 | OODHADATTA 7 AR | Corden and search

(HQL mOUG YsARGA).

b 3 Dec 67 CANULIGRA 2 AR Corimn and search
(0L MY ¥S5256).

o Planned ALDERLEY 2 | Covdon and soarch
7 Dec 67 (Ali TUT ¥S4653).

Cancalled due to ADVH
corlsn and scarch é
Dac 47 on tha same

village.

d 11 Dec 67 SHEPPARTON PAR cordon and cearch
(PIU MY YS2574).

(:] 13 Dec 67 DIM20OLA 7 R ! Cordon and search
(oNC TRINEH Ye2563),

£ 15 Dec 67 | MELBOURNE 7 fAR | Cordan and scarch
(Fii00 QL Y32852)

I4 18 Dec 67 =1 IOWNE 7 W | Scaveh and destroy

21 Dec 67 (:rI DING Mountaing

783435)

h 23 Dec 67 WWILEY 1 LTF Conden end scarch

(NGAI GIAO YS4077).

—

e Sequence of Ivenii.

8, D-1 Dﬂy 22 Yov 67.

(1) 2 RAR issued orders for the operation, The op was to bo
conducted by phasos, At this time the orders wore glven for
tho first two phases:
(a) Phase 1,
i. D Coy to assigt 7 IR in the cordon 2nd scarch
of HOA LONG YS426Z 24 MNov 67 and to deploy to coy A0
25 liov 67,

ii. A Coy, G Coy and V Coy to doploy to alletied AOs
23 Nov 67.

iii.B Coy recaction coy NUI DiT.

(b) Phase 2. Search, dustroy on' ambush in allotted 40s,

/9.
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(¢) Phase 3, (dpprox 4 Dec 67) Cordon and search HOI HY
¥S5056 orders to be iscued later.

(d) Subsequent Phases. Orders to be issued later
Sequenco a.nd probable timings as follovs:

1. Cordon and search ops in the following villager: ]
1 AN NHUT ¥84659 7 Dee 67,
2 LONG DIEN Horth Y¥S435593 18 Dee 67,
3 T PUUOC Y84558 21 Dec 67,

4 Assist in 1 ATF cordon and search of NGAI
GIAO Y84677, Date ts be confirmad.

5 DAT DO Scuth Zast ¥YS495590 27 Deo 67.
6 TIUOC LOI YS5057 5 Jan 68,

Note. Operations listed 25 2, 3, 5, 3 above,
were not conducted due to mV‘I operations in
the arecas and sccondl:r subcequent tagis of
highor priority.

ii. Between cordon and search ops coy cetivities ia
allotted AOs will continue,

1ii. Bn will be in ‘\use 24 = 26 Dec 67,
(2) 7 RAR issued orders for Oxwrut:.on OO0DIL.DAYTA.

(=) General outline, 7 RiR Gp consisting of 7 X plus
Tp A Sqn 3 Cav hegt plus cne ACY, 106 Fd Bty (diﬁn".u“, -
161 Fa Bty {(-) (Pl size group), o combat cnpineer teoams
1 Fd Sqn, 1 8.8 Sqn (=), D Coy 2 RAR, 1 ARU with under
comd Def PL KQ Coy 1 AT, Dot 1 Div Int Unit, three !(Ps,
Dot 1 Piv Pro Unit, lexa of 1 Aust C.L Unit, Wationad pelice
including PFF anld women police, mnu troop.: and Poy Ovs
Dets  Task to cordon HOX LOIG Y5416/ village before first
light on 24 Nov 67. Commencing at first light tho village
to be searched, all ink: \biu'll‘ts to be scraencd and suspect
porscens uoved to BARLL STADIUM YS3862 for furthor .
interrogation by W personncl.

D Pay 23 Nov 67.

(1) 2 RAR (=) commenced oporations in its allotted AO centro
of mass ¥85264. D Coy assisted 7 RiR in Operaticn OCDNADATTA.

(2) 7 Rrait (+) cammenced Opcration QODNADATTA, cordon and
search of HOQA LONG ¥YS4264.

24 Nov 67,

(1) 2 RAR (~) continucd gearch and destroy operations. D Cey
returned to 1 ATF Bace.

(2) 7 RAR concluded Operation OODMADATTA. A total of nine
suspacts wore detainoed and ovacuated to PHUOC TUY Provinec HQ
BARIA for further intorrogatioen, )
(3) 1 SAS Sqn dcployed two LRRPs.
/10,
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25 lov 67.

(1) 2 RAR (~) continued search and destroy operations. A%

1600H at ¥5559670 A Coy contacted 4 VC without result, D Coy
commencod search and destroy operations.

(2) 7 RAR remapined in 1 ATF Base and issucd orders for the
pordod 26 Nov to 4 Dee 67,

(2) Geoneral Outline.

i, Cordon and attack a known encny dbasc camp
15328707,

ii. Search and destroy in allottad AOs.
(3) 1 84S 8qa deployed two LRRPs.
26 Nov 67.

(1) 2 aa2 (=) contimmed scarch and dostroy operations. 4t
1018H at Y8506691 ¢ Coy ccatacted 2 VC withoud result, A&t 1015H
ot ¥S586593 D Coy sighted / VC, contact was not initiated. At
¥S564655 A Coy located and destroyed a VC 2asc Cemp consisting
of 8 bunkers and a cook house.

(2) 7 RAR (=) securcd FS3 ALPHL and L2 R0CK (see Annox D),
(3) 1 s.S sgn extracted one LRRP.
m NOV 67_.

(1) A Sgn 3 Cav Regt conducted & road runncr oand clearing
patrol betweon 1 LTF Dase aad NGAI GLLO 184677,

{2) 4 FQ Regt 106 Fd Bty was inserted into 7S3 LLPHA.

(3) 2 AR (=) continuc. soarch.and deciray operations. A%
V85586628 A Cay loecatod a V& Dase Comp vhich was booby trapped.
A booby trap was set off with the result 2 Just XI4, 1 Aust WIA,

(4) 7 R (=) wac inscrted into LZ ROCK to cowmence a condon
and attack of a known VC Dasc Camp. AL 164611 D Coy eontacted

an astimaced 20 VO and vere enpgngaed by machine gan fire, “The
MG wno destroyed with M/2 rocket fire. The VO withdrow SOUTH
but continucd the contact with nPG fivo from the WZSY., The
contact was broken at 18154 with the rosult 3 V¢ KIA (EC), 2 VG
WL, 1 dust KIL and 17 Aust WIL. At 160511 B Coy in a coxrden
position to tho SOUTH of the camp contacted 2 VS with tho reoudt
2 VC Ki. (BS).

28 Nov 67 .

(1) 2t (=) continucd search and destroy operations, At
¥Y5558668 with the assistance of 1 Fd Sqn claments detected and
removod two M16 minca and.two Chicom grenades sot up as booby
trape. Lt ¥5552692 A Coy located and destroyed a camp coasist-
ing of 9 bunkers interconnocted by a tunndl system.

(2) 7 ”R (~) continucd search and destroy operations. i
1050H at ¥S333795 D Coy contacted 2 VG resuliing in 1 vC XL
(BC). At 1300H at ¥S5331697 B Coy contacicd 1 VC without recult.
The VC Base Camp at YS333707 was investigated and found to ccn-

* s8ist of 9 huts and 100 metres of trench. The caup contained 39

individual weapons, 2 crcw served wo-.as, 3 mincs, 10 grenedos,
a large quantity of ammunition, clo.ui.ng and documents,
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(3) 1 SiS Sqn extracted one LARP, _ .

(4) 161 (Indep) Recce Flt. At 18301 at ¥85583574 two H13 B
holic(:op';.ers sighted 1 VC and engaged with SA with rosult 1 VC
KIL (BC).

22 EOV 67.

(1) 2 RAR (=) continued search and destroy operations. At
0730H at YS503647 € Coy located and destroyed ona (US) 1416 nine
and two RUSSIAN type M16 minecs, )

(2) 7 RAR (=) continued scarch nnd destroy operations in A0

ZULU (Soe Anncx Q). At 10571 at ¥5320702 B Coy contacted 15 VG
rosulting in 1 Aust WIA., At ¥S333709 D Coy located a cache
vhich contained 300 1bs of polished ricec, At ¥S$335707 D Coy
located a VC Base Camp consigting of 3 huts and bunkors, 5 weapon
pits and a 75 metres range., The camp contalned onc rifle,

(3) 1 SAS Sqn at 1430H at YS567767 a LRRP contacted 3 VG result-
ing in 3 VC KIA (BC) and 2 Chicom 7,62 rifles captured. :The
LRRP was extracted.

2 Nov 67.

(1) 2 rAR (~) continued scarch and destroy operations. At
0830R at YS582593 D Coy contacted 3 VG resulting in 2 VC KIA
(BC) and 1 VC WIA., At 1400H at YS550644 4L Coy triggered off a
VC mine resulting in 1 Aust KL\ and 7 Aust WIA,

(2) 7 RAR (=) continued secarch and destroy operations. At 1300H
at ¥5325706 B Coy attacked an occupied VG Pace Comp resulting
in 3 Just VIA.

1 Dec 67.

(1) 2 RAR (=) continued search and destroy operations, At
2035H at ¥S558588 D Coy contacted 2 VC without recult.

(2) 7 RAR continued search and dostroy operations. At 2110H
at ¥83937.5 A Coy contacted 2 VO wvithout result,

2 Qec 67-

(1.) 2 RAR (=) continued secarch and dosiroy operations, 4t 1030H
at ¥S579593 D Coy contacted 6 VG resulting in 4 VC KIA (BC), 1 VC
WIA and 3 weapons capturcd,

(2) 7 RAR continued scarch and dectroy oporations. At YS327714
B Coy located a 7¢ Base Camp which contained 2 weapons and a
nuber of Chicon stick grenades,

3 Dec 67.
(1) 2 RaR.

(a) 2 RARt (-) continued search cnd destroy operations. 4t
17001»({ a? ¥5551648 A Coy contacted 2 VG with the result, 1 V¢
KI& (BC).

(b) The Tac HQ plus two Coys ccmenced Operation CANUNGRA.

(2) 7 RAR continued search and destroy operations. At 1100H at
Y8315755 D Coy contacted 3 VC with the result 1 VC KIA (BC), 1 VC
WIA and cno AK47 captured, At 1600H at Y¥S315755 Sp Coy contactod
2 VC vith the result, 1 VC ¥IA (DBC), 1 VC WIA and one AKLY

, /12,
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4 Doc 67.

(1) 2 RAR continued search and destroy operations, ccncluded
Operation CANUIGIW and iscued orders for Operaticn ALDERLEY.

A& total of 29 poopic were dotained for furthor intorrogation as
a result of Operation CANMNGU.,

(2) 7 R (=) continuod search and destroy operations, B Coy
roturned to 1 AT Base.

5 Df‘g_f)]_-

(1) 2 3AR (~) continued secarch and dsstroy operations, 4t
1259H ~t ¥8559671 C Coy contacted 3 VC with the reswlt, 1 VC
KIA (BC), 1 VC WIA , two weapons and oue greacdo eaptured.

(2) 7 RAR (=) coniinued search and destroy operatione.
6 Dce 67-
(1) 2 RaR continued search and destroy operatdons,.

(2) 7 RAR continuel search an’ destroy oporations and issucd
orders for tho establislment of I'SS IIULV0O and the commencexent
of search nnd destroy operctions in new AOs contro of nmass
¥S3068, Included in the orders were detailed orders for tho
following operutions:

{a) Op SHEPPARTON, Cordon and search of PHU MY YS2574 on
11/12 Dae 67,

(b) Op DIMBOOLA, Cordon and scorcih of ONG TRLIE ¥S2568
and Y82666 on 13/14 Dee 67

(c) Op MELDOURNE, Cordon ard scarch of PHUOC HOA YS2862
on 15/16 Dee 67.

(3) General Outlinc., 7 RAR group consisting Tp A Sqn 3 Cav
Regt, three M Det ATV Pro Uuit, Dot 1 Div Int Unit, Det 1 Aust
Ci Unit, Rationnl Police, Ficld Force Dolice, Veomon Police cond
Interpreters. Task to cordon ecch village cn tho dates stated,
The villages to bc soarch and o1l inhabitants screcncd. Suspeet
porsons to be moved to BARIA STADIWM for further investigation
by VN(p;:rsomml. CB BRAVO to ba reinforced by A Sgn 3 Cav
Regt -le

7 Dee 67,

(1) A San 3 Cav Regt sccurcd FS5H BRAVO (sec Annex P) for the
move of 106 Fd Bty from FSB ALPH..

(2) 2 RAR continucd scarch and destroy operations,

(3) 7 RAR rodemloycd to now 408 %o continuc scarch and dostroy
operations aftcr a holdir~ | L.Lud% dnto L2 CREEN ¥S3073.

(4) 1 SAS Sqn oxtraotod two LRRPs,
8 Dac 670

(1) 2 R (=) continued scarch and destroy oporations. At
15130 at YS574605 B Coy .contacted 6 VO with tho result 1 Ve
K14 (BC), cne AKA7, 100 rounds of Sk anmunition and 1 pack
captured,

/13.
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(2) 7 RAR oontinued search and destroy operations, At 0740H

at YS300734 4 Coy contacted 1 V€ with the result 1 VG WIA, At
¥8299736 A Coy located a VC Base Camp which contained axplosives,
one M18A1 claymore mine, twenty chicom grenades, one flare, same
documents and to9ls. At ¥S311746 C Coy located cne hut which
contained salad oil and 610 1bs of rice. .

(3) 1 8\S Sqn extracted one LRI'P,

(4) 161 (Indop) Recce Flt. At ¥S402747 a ¥13 holicopter fly-
ing in support of 7 RAR reccived ground fire resulting in the
pilot WL\ and no damage to tho holicopter,

2Dec 67. '

(1) 4 Fd Regte A Bty 1/83 (US) Arty was deployed from 1 ATF
Base to FSB BRAVO.

(2) 2 RAR (~) continued search and destroy operations. At
¥S573601 B Coy contacted 2 VC with the result 1 VC ¥IA, 1 AK4T
and 140 rounds of ammunition captured,

(3) 7 RR (=) continued search and destroy operations. In
YT3071 B Coy located numerous suall caches all were old and not
usged recently.

(4) 1 SAS Sqn deployed ong LRRP,

10 Dec 67.

(1) 1/83 (US) Arty was escorted by 3 Tp A Sgn from FSB BRAVO
to 1 ATF Base.

(2) 2 RAR and 7 LR continued scarch and destroy operations,

(3) 161 (Indep) Rocce Flt. A% ¥8533572 a H13 holicopter reccived
ground fire. Tho area was engaged by Artillery without result,

11 Dec 6_7_0

(1) 2 RAR continued search and destroy operatisns, At Y5565678
A Coy contacted 5 VC with the rcoult 2 VC KIA, 3 weapons and

7 packs capturcd.

(2) 7 AR moved to cordon positions in proparation for the
cordon and search of PHU MY, YS2574.

(3) 1 8AS Sqn. Three LXiPs were deployed and one extracted,
At ¥S619591 a LRRP contacted 6 VC with the result 1 VC VIA.

12 Dec 61.

(1) 2 RAR continued soarch and dostroy operations,

(2) 7 R.R continued search and destroy operations and concluded
Operation SHEPPARTON the cordon and search of PHU MY ¥S2574. A
total of 26 people wers detained for furthor intorrogation,

(3) 1 8SAS Sqn. At 1500H at YS546793 a LRRP contacted 7 VC
rosulting in 7 VC KIA and 2 woapons copturod, One LRRP was
oxtracted.

13 Dec 67.

(1) 2 RAR continued cearch and destroy operations,
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(2) 7 RiR continued scarch and destroy operations znd cormenced

Operation DL{BOOLA, the corden and search of ONG TRINH Y¥$2568
&nd Y326660 * i

14 Dec 07.

(1) 2 RAR .ontinued scarch and dostroy operavions., At 0710H
at ¥85920600 B Coy contacted 2 VG without result,

(2) 7 RAR continued search and destroy operations and concluded
Operation DIMBOOLA. A total of 15 guspects were detained,

(3) 1 8AS Sqn extracted onc LRIP,
15 Dec 67,

(1) 2 RAR continued search cnd destroy oporations.

(2) 7 RAR continued search and destroy operations end camonced
Oporation MELBOURNE, the cordon and search of PIUOC }OA YS2862,

16 QGC 67.

(1) 2 R continued search and dectroy operations. At 143CH
C Coy became op con to 7 AR,

(2) 7 &R eontinued scarch and destroy operations and coacluded
Operation MELDOURNE. A total of 17 suspocts were detained.

(3) 1 SAS Sqn at 17154 at Y3661814 a LI contacted 3 VG with
the result 1 V¢ rIA.

17 Dee ()7.
(1) 2 AR and 7 RAR continued search and destroy operations.
18 Dee 67.

(1) 2 RAR continued scarch anl deetrsy operations., The cordon
and search of LONG DIIN North was cancellel due to J2VN operations
in the same area.

(2) 7 RUR commenced Operation LORWE, a search and destrey
operation in NUI DINH Mountains ¥S3465., Bn HQ, C and D Coys
were inserted into a LZ at ¥5347647. 4 and B Coys with C Coy
2 RiR wero deployed ints blocking positions NORTH of the RUI
DINH Mountains,.

19 Doc 67.
(1) 2 RAR continued cearch and destroy operations.

(2) 7 R continued Oporation LORIE., At 1635H at ¥S337679
C Coy contacted 3 VC with tho result 1 Aust WIA.

20 Dac 67.
(1) © 2 RAR continued search and desiroy operations.

(2) 7 RAR continued Operation LORNE, At Y5337679 C Coy located
2 VC bodics killed in the contact 191635H, At 1000H at ¥$336695
A Coy contacted 3 VC with the result 3 V6 XIA and 3 veapons
captured. At ¥S8337669 C Coy located a camp which contiined 4
rifles, 1 D10 claymore and 2 Chicam grenades. At YS346685 D Coy
located a cacho containing 37 rifles and some arvmnition,

/15,
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dd. 21 Doc 67.

(1) 4 Pd Regt. 161 FA Bty RN2A vas oxtracted from FSEB
CHARLIE YS2962 to 1 AT Base.

(2) 2 RAR continued search cnd destroy operations. All elemcatis
except V Coy returned to 1 AT 3asc, V Cory continued patrol
opcrations in tho LONG GREDN Y$5559 from HORSESHOZ IILL YS4962.

(3) 7 AR conclude Operation LOMNE. At 0910i ot Y5333694 B Coy
contacted 5 VG without result., 7 RAR returned to 1 ATP Dase,

oo, 22 Dec 67,

(1) 1 ATF commenced Operation LAWLEY, the corden anl search of
MGAI GIAO, consisting of hamlets L\ VAN YS465773, VINH THANH
Y5468779 and NGAI GIAO YS464793., 7 RAR was to corden and search
the first two hamlets, 2 Uit the lost hamlet, The operatisna
commencod at OBOOH with a FSB establiszhied in urea YS4471. The
cordon was ingorted by air and APC3 and was in position by 1830H.

(2) 1 SAS Sqn cxtracted two LRNPe.
££, 23 Dec 67.

(1) 1 ATF continucd Operation IAVLEY. A San clements secured
Route 2 for movcment of bn road convoys., 3y U730l the screening
controc were crected and at 0800I the secarches commonced, 1 ATF
depluyed a Control HQ to WOAI GIAO dwring 23 Dec to control the
operation, At 1400H the operation was complete., A total of
1218 civilians were seregnad of which 43 were obiained for ID
card irregularities and a further 50 susnocts wera evacuated
for further investigation by the Provineial Authorities.

(2) 411 units returncd to 1 ATF Base for tho Christmas Truce
period.

g8gs 24 Deo 67. 1 ATF remained in Baso loun”lons excapt for patrol-
ling of the TAOR. The Christmas Trucc was chserved betueen 24180CH
to 261800H.

hh, 25 Doc 67. Thé samc as for 24 Dec 67,

i1, 26 Doc 67. Tho same e3 for 24 Dec 67 cxcopt 1 SiS Sqn deployed
1 LRRP,

JJ. 27 mc 67.
(1) A Soqn assisted 2 RAR 3a securing FSB RINGO YS5365.
(2) 4 Fd Regt. 108 Fd Loy doployed to FSB RINGO.

(3) 2 RAR reccommenced search and destroy operations in a new
AO oontre of mass ¥YS5870.

(a) Gencral Outlinc.

i. Phase 1 (AM 27 Dee). A Coy plus one tp of APCs
socured FSB RINGO znd an L% for FPSB at Y¥S532658, 108
Fd Bty flew into FSB RillGO,

ii, Phase 2 (PM 27 Dee)e D and C Coys wore insorted
into the new LO and camenced search and dostroy
operctions in allotted AOs,.
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(4) 7 QAR rocommenced search and destroy oporations.
(5) 1 SAS Sqn at 0940H nt YS287725 a LRRP during issertion
contacted 2 VC without result. At 1366H at YS762678 o LRRP

during insertion contacted 2 VC with the result 1 Aust WIA.
Beth LRRPs were oxtracted, a further LRRP was deployed.

28 Dec 67.
(1) 1 ATF clemonts contimied scarch and destroy operations,
(2) 2 RAR, VW Coy relieved V Coy at IIODSESHOE HILL and on
completicn of its relief V Coy moved into its allotted 40 to
conmence scarch and destroy operations,
11, 29 Dec 67. 1 ATF elements continued scarch and destroy
operations. '
mn., 30 Dec 67.
(1) 2 RAR continuod search and destroy operations, At 0710H
at ¥5562575 V Coy contacted 4 VC without result.
(2) 7 RAR continued scarch and desiroy oporations,
M 21 Dec 6 .
(1) 2 RAR except V Coy and W Coy returned to 1 ATF Base.
(2) 7 RAR returncd to 1 ATT Base.
(3) 1 ATF elcuents commenced the liew Year Trucc at 1800H.
00, 1 Jan 68.
(1) 1 .TF remainod in Base locations except for patrolling of
the TAOR. At 0940H at YS496070 o 2 RAR patrol were fired on
by 6 VC, the patrol returncd fire without result, The New Year
truce continued till 1300H,
PPe 2 Jan 68,

(1) 1 ATF deployed to new AOs to contimue soarch and destroy
operations.,

(2) 4 Fd Regt. 106 Fd Bty deployed to FSD ALLIINO00KE YS4578.

(3) 2 RAR deployed A Coy by APC to scarch and destroy in an
aroa_gontre of mass 185073, The arca of scarch was to include
the EASTERY cdgo of 3INH B rubber plantaticn and the SOUTHEW
edge of DUC THANH AO. D Goy with 2 socts of nors was deployed
by APC to ostablich a coy base and mortar FSB PAM YS5477
(Annex P)e ¥V Coy continued to maintain domination of tho area
of the LONG GRIMN Y$5659.

(4) 7 RAR deployed to new AOs to eontinue scarch and destroy
operations, Ba HQ, B and § Coys movel by APC to vic ¥S458782.
B Coy sccured FSB ALANBROOKE, After 00 Bty was in action at
the FSB, A and D Coys were inserte” U :-licopters in a L2 in
vic ¥S450341, At 1315H at Y¥S436854 .. .oy contacted 1 VO with-
out result, At 1330H at YS435847 D Cuy contacted 2 VC with the
rosult 2 VC KIA, 1 wéapon and 1 D10 claymore captured. At
Y8415802 C Coy located a ncw camp consisting of 2 huts, 8
bunkers and 4 tunnels.

(5) 1 SAS Sqn deployed one LRRP,
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402 dotainces of which 42 wore
confimmed as VO infrastructure
3 creov servod veapons

105 weapons -

3500 rounds of assorted
ammunition

11 mines

10 greaades

300 1lbs of doouments

1 Tyrewriter

900 1bs of rice

Administration. Tho conceph of operations allowed for all

i administration and logistic rccupply to oporato from 1 LTF Basc. As a
rosult no probloms aroco.

.

18.

Lessons Loarned.

a2, The predicted routes of apprrach, which were the wraditional
routos tho VC had used for some years, can be asucccaulully intor-
ceptod during the rico harvest season by wide ceale natrelling,

be Rico denigl coporations can bo successfully mo nted in PIUCC
TUY Province by 1 ATF.

ce DBvon with tho lack of silos in towns and viilages and the
nminimum of Govornment control, rice can be denied to the VG, the
most important aspect of denial is proventing the VC obtaining the
rice directly from tho paddy ficlds.

d. Cordon and search oporations can be particularly succossful
during the rice harvest scason, as the V¢ must make contvact with
the villagors and the VC infrastructure at this time., The capture
of 42 confirmed VG infrastructuro during the operation proves this

- losson,

Commander's Comn.ents,

a. 4&c far as it wont FORREST was a most successful oporaticn in
donying tho ricc to tho VYC. The succcss of tho operation was due
initially to the very comprchensive intielligoence approeciation made
as the rosult of pooling all intolligence information availlable to
the many intelligence agencies within the Provinco.

b Whilc tho operation denicd rice to the V¢ during the actunl
period of FORREST, completo denial of rice to the VC throughout tho

year will not bo possiblo until Goverament silos aro Wiilt and all
rico famors arc roquired by law to storc their rice in thess silos,

/:N W’““J‘ M

4‘. (R.L. HUGHES)
Brig
Comd

L YU
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qq. 3.Jan 68.

(1) 2 RAR continued search and destroy operations. At 1140H at
YS538787 B Coy contacted 3 VC with tho recult 1 VC KIA and 1 weapon
captured. At 1150H at YS550797 B Coy contacted 3 VO with the result
2 VC KIA and 1 weapen captured. At ¥S52178% B Coy located a small
camp which ocontained £CO lts of rive. V Coy roturned from its scarch
and destroy operations to 1 AIF Daco.

(2) 7 RAR continued search and destroy operations. At 0739H A Coy

contacted 3 VC with the restlt 3 VO KLl and 3 weapons captured. At
16151 at ¥S423325 D Coy contacted 3 VO without result.

ITe Aim.68.'

(1) 2 RAR contimued senrch and destroy operations. At 0950H at
YS515763 A Coy contacted 1 VG with tho result 1 VC KIA, At 10224
at ¥S536786 B Coy contnzted 1 VC wibthoud result.

(2) 7 RAR comtirved sorcch and destroy operations. .0 1400H at
¥58410805 C Coy coatactod 4 VC with the result 1 VC XIA, 6 weapons
and 16 packs capiurcd.

88. iiﬂw.-

(1) 1 ATF clements concInded Oparation FORREST and returned to
1 ATF Base as detnailed bolew: ’

(a) By 120C! ono tp of A S3a rad sccured Reuto from FSB
ALANBRCOKE ¥S5/578 to the bridge at ¥5436492.

(b) Commencing 12301, A Coy 2 RAR waa extracted by one AHC
from arcc FSB PAM YS5/77.

(c) A% 1700, B Coy 2 RAR moved fvom FSB FAM by APC,

(a) At 74001, A and D Caya 7 RUR ecnmeiced extraction by AHC frca
arca of the CU BI yubber prauiaton YS4282,

(e) On completdon of A and D Coy exbraction, C Coy 7 RAR returned
by AIC to 1 AT Daso,

(£) At 15304, 106 Fd Bty cane out of action and returned fram
FSB ALANDTOOKE o 1 ALF Base.

(g) At 1530H, Bn M 7 DR wag extracted by air from NUI NHAN

¥S84379.
(h) At 1700 B Coy 7 RAR raturned with one tp A Sqn from FSB
ALANBROCKE,

(1) At T730H, A Syn was released from Routo security.

(3) By 1800, all elemcnts were in 1 ATF Base and Operation
FORREST concluded,

(2) 2 RAR at 1115H at ¥5539789 B Coy contacted 2 VO with the result

1 VC XIA,
15, Rasulta. :
. &wﬁm YC Logses
4 KIA 47 XI4 (B0C)
35 WIA 2 KIA (Poss)
15 WIA
/18,
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AVFBC-RE-H (Undated) 1lst Ind
SUBJECT:s Combat Operations After Action Report

DA, HQ II FFORCEV, APO San Francisco 96266 16 MAY 1968

' . PO Assistant Chief of Staff for Force Development, Department of the

Arny, Washington, D.C. 20310

The attached after action report for the 1lst Australian Task Farce,
Vietnam, Operation Forrest, is forwarded in accordance with MACV Dir
335-8, 1 September 1967, subjects Combat Operations After Action
Reparts (MACV J3-52(K-15). Pertinent comment followss This head-
quarters requests MACV consider the proposal made by Commander ATF,
page 18, para 18b, which statess While the operation denied rice to
the VC during the actual period of Operztion Forrest, complete denial
of rice to the VC throughout the year will not be possible until
Government siles are tuilt and all rice farmers are required by law
to store their rice in these silos,

oK

iLT, AGC
haol A

FOR THE CO.MAND:Rs

i
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ANNEX 4 T0
L_ATE AFTER LCTION
{6 oo
DaTED 68
DESTRUCTICN OF CAVES AT ¥S336680 ]
P 1 ID SON . !
\
Zntxeduction
1, The cave complex was found by C Coy 7 RiR in the NUI DINH Hills

during Operation LORNE, This orce has boen occupicd by the C41 (Chou Dui)
Company and tho caves showed evidence of use as protection against artillery
and air strikes. The caves were of a natural formation.

Qutline of Tnsk
2. 2 Tp (=) was allotted tho task of clearing and destroying the caves.

The roservo combat team was committed and Tp Comd moved forward to take
cormmand of tho taslk, '

3. The caves were blown using 40 1b beehivo charges which provided a
good shattering effect. One hundred 40 1b hechive charges were flown out to
the job site on tho 20 Dee 67. The charges were carried by UHIB Iroquois

and winchod into the site. Each sortic carried three lots of bechive charges.
Each winch load consisted of two charges.

de The distance to tho task site from the londing point was epproximately
10,000 metres and using three aircraft, the time taken to completo the fly inm
was two hours, On the following morning additional oxplosives were flown in
to an improvised LZ. '

Sumary

5e The caves were destroyed by the afternoon of the 21 Dec 67. The
boshive charges provided a good shattering effeot, Several combinations
were triod in the ring mains varying the distance between tho charges.

6. The demolition of tho caves was considered successful. 4 skotch map
‘of the layout of the caves is attached. '
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